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Always check the websites below                                                      
and other websites provided within this presentation                           

for the latest guidance and information.

• ACIP main page: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html

• ACIP’s COVID-19 vaccine specific recommendations: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html

• CDC’s COVID Vaccination Training and Education: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-
19/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Fvaccination-resources.html

• CDC’s Healthcare Professionals: Preparing for COVID-19 Vaccination: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html

Recommendations are Rapidly Evolving…

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-resources.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html
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MA Estimated Vaccine Distribution Timeline 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/when-can-i-get-the-covid-19-vaccine

MA Information
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-
vaccine-in-massachusetts

Information for Providers
https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/covid-19-vaccine-information-
for-providers

Vaccine Providers FAQ
https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/covid-19-vaccine-frequently-
asked-questions-vaccine-providers

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/when-can-i-get-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccine-information-for-providers
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions-vaccine-providers
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At the conclusion of this session, the participant will be able to: 

• Define ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations    

• Describe COVID-19 Vaccine Screening 

• Explain Provider’s Role in Vaccine Administration 

• List Recommended Infection Control Measures 

• Summarize Principles of COVID-19 Vaccine Preparation

• List vaccine documentation requirements  

• Describe Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting  

• Summarize Recommendations for Vaccinating during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Learning Objectives
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• Vaccine Provider's Role 

• Vaccine Information and Ancillary Kit Supplies

• Clinical Considerations  

• ACIP COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations 

• Vaccine Administration 

• Standing Orders 

• Screening 

• EUA fact sheets  (Recipients and Healthcare Providers) 

• Vaccine Preparation     

• Infection Control 

• IM Injection Procedure 

Outline 
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• Vaccine Reactions     

• Vaccine Safety 

• Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting (VAERS & V-Safe)

• Vaccinating  During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

• Enhanced Infection Control Measures 

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

• Best Practices for Holding Safe Vaccination Clinics 

• Clinics held at Satellite, Temporary, or Off-site Locations       

• Resources 

• MDPH Contact Information 

Outline 



THE VACCINE PROVIDER’S ROLE  
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The Provider’s Role & Responsibilities  
Immunization providers can help to ensure the safety and efficacy of vaccines through 
proper:

• Benefit and risk communication (Communicate with Confidence)

• Vaccine storage/handling and administration

• Timing and spacing of vaccine doses

• Screening for contraindications and precautions

• Management of adverse reactions

• Being able to access and use emergency equipment

• Current CPR certification  

• Reporting to VAERS (and any additional COVID specific databases)

• Documentation

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/safety.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/safety.html
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The Seven “Rights” of Vaccine Administration 

• Right Patient

• Right Time

• Right Vaccine (and Diluent)

• Right Dosage

• Right Route, Needle, Technique

• Right Injection Site

• Right Documentation

http://www.immunize.org/technically-speaking/20141101.asp

http://www.immunize.org/technically-speaking/20141101.asp
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Healthcare Provider Documentation Requirements  
Providers must ensure that the recipient's permanent medical record (whether paper-based or 

electronic) contains all the required vaccine administration documentation, which shall consist of 

the following:

• Date of administration of the vaccine

• Vaccine manufacturer and lot number of the vaccine

• Name and title of person administering the vaccine

• The address of the facility where the permanent record will reside (if appropriate) 

• Date printed on the appropriate VIS/EUA fact sheet*

• Date the VIS/EUA fact sheet* was given to the vaccine recipient, or the parents/legal representative

Best practice documentation guidelines also include: the vaccine type, dose, site, route of 

administration, and vaccine expiration date be documented, and any vaccine refusal (if appropriate).

* COVID-19 specific 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html

CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider Requirements and Support
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-provider-support.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-provider-support.html
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Preparation for COVID-19 Vaccine Second Doses
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• Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require 2 doses: 
o The 2nd dose must be the same product as the first dose

o Schedule the 2nd dose when administering the first dose

o Develop a system for recalling vaccinees for 2nd dose 
o Pfizer doses: at least 21 days apart 

o Moderna doses: at least 28 days apart

o Provide 2nd dose reminders:
▪ Personal vaccination card, email, text or calls 

▪ Do not plan to hold COVID-19 vaccine in reserve for 2nd doses
▪ 2nd doses are being withheld by the federal government and will be shipped as 

needed for the 2nd dose 



VACCINE INFORMATION
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Messenger RNA (mRNA) COVID-19 Vaccines  

• mRNA vaccines are being held to the same rigorous safety and effectiveness 
standards as all other types of vaccines in the United States. The only COVID-19 
vaccines the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) will make available for use in the 
United States (by approval or emergency use authorization) are those that meet 
these standards. mRNA vaccines do not use the live virus that causes COVID-19. 
They cannot give someone COVID-19

• mRNA doesn’t enter the nucleus of the cell, which is where our genetic material 
(DNA) is kept. The cell breaks down and gets rid of the mRNA soon after it is 
finished using the instructions 

• This means the mRNA vaccines do not affect or interact with our DNA in any way 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits/facts.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits/facts.html
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Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine

• Shipped in 975-dose increments 
• Comes with Ancillary Supply Kit

• Ultra-cold storage (-80O to -60O C)

• Requires reconstitution with a diluent
• 5-dose multidose vial
• 0.3mL dose volume
• 2 doses, at least 21 days apart

Source: Product Information Guide for COVID-19 Vaccines and Associated Products Image credit: Pfizer 
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Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine Adult Ancillary Kit Contents

Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine Adult Ancillary Kit

Supports Administration of 975 Doses

Product Product Description Quantity
Needles, for vaccine administration 22 – 25G, 1” 829
Needles, for vaccine administration 22 – 25G, 1.5” 200
Syringes, for vaccine administration 1 ml 1,024
Alcohol pads Sterile, individual 2,458
Vaccination record card 1,000
Needle guide 10
Face shield 20
Face Mask 40
Diluent vials 200
Needles, for vaccine reconstitution 21 – 25G, 1.5 “ 205
Syringes, for vaccine reconstitution 3 ml or 5 ml 205
Pfizer Ancillary Adult Kit Dimensions: 24” x 20” x 24”        Weight: 40 lbs
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Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

• Shipped in 100-dose increments 
• Comes with Ancillary Supply Kit

• Does not require reconstitution

• 10-dose multidose vial

• 2 doses, at least 28 days apart

Source: Product Information Guide for COVID-19 Vaccines and Associated Products
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Standard COVID-19 Vaccine Adult Ancillary Kit Contents 

Standard COVID-19 Vaccine Adult Ancillary Kit

Supports administration of 100 doses

Product Product Description Quantity
Needles 22 – 25G, 1” 85
Needles 22 – 25G, 1.5” 20
Syringes 1 ml or 3 ml 105
Alcohol pads Sterile, individual 210
Vaccination record card 100
Needle guide 1
Face shield 2
Face Mask 4
Standard Ancillary Adult Kit Dimensions: 14” x 13” x 9”          Weight: 3.5 lbs

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf (pg. 30)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf
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Not Included in Vaccine Ancillary Supply Kits 

• Ancillary supply kits will not include:
• sharps containers 
• gloves
• bandages

• Additional personal protective equipment (PPE) may be needed 
depending on vaccination provider site needs



CLINICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Check for latest guidance on the CDC website
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It is important that providers follow the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations regarding COVID-19 
vaccination.

• Their latest COVID-19 recommendations can be found at: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html 

• The ACIPs’ Interim Recommendation for Allocating Initial Supplies of 
COVID-19 Vaccine — United States, 2020: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6949e1

• Clinical considerations link: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-
recs/vacc-specific/covid-19/clinical-considerations.html

COVID-19 Vaccine ACIP Recommendations

Healthcare Professionals: Preparing for COVID-19 Vaccination
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6949e1
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html
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• On December 11, 2020, the Food and Drug Administration issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.

• On December 12, 2020, after an explicit, evidence-based review of all available data, the 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) issued an interim 
recommendation for use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in persons aged ≥16 
years for the prevention of COVID-19.

• The recommendation for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine should be implemented 
in conjunction with interim recommendations for allocating initial supplies of COVID-19 
vaccines.

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ Interim Recommendation for Use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine — United 
States, December 2020: https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e2-H.pdf

Interim Recommendations for Use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine in the U.S.

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__t.emailupdates.cdc.gov_r_-3Fid-3Dh37513d06-252C12c8fff5-252C12c9c063-26ACSTrackingID-3DUSCDC-5F921-2DDM44546-26ACSTrackingLabel-3DMMWR-2520Early-2520Release-2520-2D-2520Vol.-252069-252C-2520December-252013-252C-25202020-26s-3DqeWweuimKoHp5i-2Di3wrWkt0GL79l0rSQHJ3S317hR9A&d=DwMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=5Fyw0TWQD8t6X2LVqctYhPS7EpOS33sK8Ph8DVTp2s4&m=AlEsrLfqfHKNIVa7QmWj5dxlMaGLxjjr_1U0Sd521rg&s=nK3SHNspO8zHlsmWWhz9u99xqVlhGRcEna8ktjuzu48&e=
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e2-H.pdf
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• Based on available data, COVID-19 vaccination is expected to elicit systemic post-vaccination symptoms, 
such as fever, headache, and myalgias. 

• While the incidence and timing of post-vaccination symptoms will be further informed by phase III clinical 
trial data, strategies are needed to mitigate possible HCP absenteeism and resulting personnel shortages 
due to the occurrence of these symptoms. 

• Considerations might include:

• Staggering delivery of vaccine to HCP in the facility so that personnel from a single department or unit are 
not all vaccinated at the same time. Based on greater reactogenicity observed following the second 
vaccine dose in phase I/II clinical trials, staggering considerations may be more important following the 
second dose.

• Planning for personnel to have time away from work if they develop systemic symptoms following COVID-
19 vaccination.

• Further considerations on the management of post-COVID-19 vaccination symptoms among healthcare 
personnel is under development.

Post-vaccination symptoms in Health Care Personnel (HCP)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19/clinical-considerations.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19/clinical-considerations.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/post-vaccine-
considerations-healthcare-personnel.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/post-vaccine-
considerations-residents.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/post-vaccine-considerations-healthcare-personnel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/post-vaccine-considerations-residents.html


▪ There are no data on the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in pregnant women
– Animal developmental and reproductive toxicity (DART) studies are ongoing
– Studies in humans are ongoing and more planned

▪ mRNA vaccines and pregnancy
– Not live vaccines
– They are degraded quickly by normal cellular processes and don’t enter the nucleus of the cell

▪ COVID-19 and pregnancy
– Increased risk of severe illness (ICU admission, mechanical ventilation and death)
– Might be an increased risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes, such as preterm birth

▪ If a woman is part of a group (e.g., healthcare personnel) who is recommended to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine and is pregnant, she may choose to be vaccinated. A
discussion with her healthcare provider can help her make an informed decision.

24
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/pregnancy-breastfeeding.html

Pregnant women

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/pregnancy-breastfeeding.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Considerations for vaccination:
– level of COVID-19 community transmission, (risk of acquisition)
– her personal risk of contracting COVID-19, (by occupation or other activities)
– the risks of COVID-19 to her and potential risks to the fetus
– the efficacy of the vaccine
– the known sideeffectsof the vaccine
– the lack of data about the vaccine during pregnancy

▪ Pregnant women who experience fever following vaccination should be counseled to 
take acetaminophen as fever has been associated with adverse pregnancy outcomes

▪ Routine testing for pregnancy prior to receipt of a COVID-19 vaccine is not 
recommended.

25

Pregnant women

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ There are no data on the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in lactating women or the
effects of mRNA vaccines on the breastfed infant or milk production/excretion

▪ mRNA vaccines are not considered live virus vaccines and are not thought to be a 
risk to the breastfeeding infant

▪ If a lactating woman is part of a group (e.g., healthcare personnel) who is 
recommended to receive a COVID-19 vaccine, she may choose to be vaccinated

26

Breastfeeding/Lactating women

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTechCOVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as 
of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Vaccination should be offered to persons regardless of history of prior symptomatic or 
asymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection
– Data from phase 2/3 clinical trials suggest vaccination safe and likely efficacious in these

persons

▪ Viral or serologic testing for acute or prior infection, respectively, is not recommended 
for the purpose of vaccine decision-making

27

Persons with a history of SARS-CoV-2 infection

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTechCOVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not 
yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Vaccination should be deferred until recovery from acute illness (if person had 
symptoms) and criteria have been met to discontinue isolation

▪ No minimal interval between infection and vaccination

▪ However, current evidence suggests reinfection uncommon in the 90 days after initial
infection and thus persons with documented acute infection in the preceding 90 days
may defer vaccination until the end of this period, if desired

Persons with known current SARS-CoV-2 infection

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html 28

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTechCOVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical 
considerations not yet 
posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Currently no data on safety or efficacy of COVID-19 vaccination in persons who  received
monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma as part of COVID-19 treatment

▪ Vaccination should be deferred for at least 90 days to avoid interference of the
treatment with vaccine-inducedimmune responses
– Based on estimated half-life of therapies and evidence suggesting reinfection is uncommon 

within 90 days of initial infection

Persons who previously received passive antibody therapy for 
COVID-19 (Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 
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Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTechCOVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Community or outpatient setting:
– Defer vaccination until quarantine period has ended to avoid exposing healthcare personnel

(HCP) or other persons during vaccination visit

▪ Residents of congregate healthcare settings (e.g., long-term care facilities):
– May be vaccinated, as likely would not result in additional exposures. HCP are already in close

contact with residents and should employ appropriate infection prevention and control
procedures

▪ Residents of other congregate settings (e.g., correctional facilities, homeless shelters)
– May be vaccinated, in order to avoid delays and missed opportunities for vaccination
– Wherefeasible, precautionsshould be taken to limit mixing of these individualswith other

residents or non-essential staff

Persons with a known SARS-CoV-2 exposure

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-
control-recommendations.html 30

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not 
yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Vaccine may be administered to persons with underlying medical conditions who have
no contraindicationsto vaccination

▪ Phase 2/3 clinical trials demonstrate similar safety and efficacy profiles in persons with 
underlying medical conditions, including those that place them at increased risk for
severe COVID-19, compared to persons without comorbidities

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
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Persons with underlying medical conditions

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations 
not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Persons with HIV infection, other immunocompromising conditions, or who take
immunosuppressivemedications or therapies might be at increased risk for severe
COVID-19

▪ Data not currently available to establish safety and efficacy of vaccine in these groups

▪ These individuals may still receive COVID-19 vaccine unless otherwise contraindicated

▪ Individuals should be counseled about:
– Unknown vaccinesafety and efficacy profiles in immunocompromised persons
– Potential for reduced immune responses
– Need to continue to follow all current guidance to protect themselves against COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html 32

Immunocompromised persons

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20                

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as 
of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Viral tests: Prior receipt of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine will not affect the
results of SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid amplification or antigen tests

▪ Antibody tests:
– Currently available antibody tests for SARS-CoV-2 assess IgM and/or IgG to spike or

nucleocapsid proteins
– Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine contains mRNA that encodes the spike protein; thus, a

positive test for spike protein IgM/IgG could indicate either prior infection or vaccination
– To evaluate for evidence of prior infection in an individual with a history of Pfizer-BioNTech

COVID-19 vaccination, a test specifically evaluating IgM/IgG to the nucleocapsid protein
should be used

SARS-CoV-2 tests

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/eua-authorized-serology-test-performance 33

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/eua-authorized-serology-test-performance
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/eua-authorized-serology-test-performance
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine not interchangeable with other COVID-19 vaccine
products
– Safety and efficacy of a mixed series has not been evaluated

▪ Persons initiating series with Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine should complete series 
with same product

▪ If two doses of different mRNA COVID-19 vaccine products inadvertently administered, 
no additional doses of either vaccine recommended at this time
– Recommendations may be updated as further information becomes available or additional 

vaccine types authorized
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Interchangeability with other COVID-19 vaccine products

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine should be administered alone with a minimum
interval of 14 days before or after administration with any other vaccines
– Due to lack of data on safety and efficacy of the vaccine administered simultaneously with

other vaccines

▪ If Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is inadvertently administered within 14 days of 
another vaccine, doses do not need to be repeated for either vaccine
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Coadministration with other vaccines

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet 
posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf
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Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 

Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-

vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

Pfizer contraindications and precautions
(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf
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COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-

19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ 2-dose series administered intramuscularly 3 weeks apart

▪ Administration of 2nd dose within 4-day grace period (e.g., day 17-21) considered valid
(but no doses need to be repeated)*

▪ If >21 days since 1st dose, 2nd dose should be administered at earliest opportunity (but 
no doses need to be repeated)

▪ Both doses are necessary for protection; efficacy of a single dose has not been 
systematically evaluated

*personal communication, CDC 12-14-20
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Administration

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Before vaccination, providers should counsel vaccine recipients about 
expected local and systemic post-vaccination symptoms

▪ Unless a person develops a contraindication to vaccination, they should be 
encouraged to complete the series even if they develop post-vaccination
symptoms in order to optimize protection against COVID-19

▪ Antipyretic or analgesic medications may be taken for treatment of post-
vaccination symptoms
– Routine prophylaxis for the purposes of preventing symptoms is not recommended at this

time, due to lack of information on impact of use on vaccine-induced antibody responses
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Reactogenicity

Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


▪ Protection from vaccine is not immediate; vaccine is a 2-dose series and will take 1 to 2
weeks following the second dose to be considered fully vaccinated

▪ No vaccine is 100% effective

▪ Given the currently limited information on how well the vaccine works in the general
population; how much it may reduce disease, severity, or transmission; and how long
protection lasts, vaccinated persons should continue to follow all current guidance to
protect themselves and others, including:
– Wearing a mask
– Staying at least 6 feet away from others
– Avoiding crowds
– Washing hands often
– Following CDC travel guidance
– Following quarantineguidance after an exposure to someone with COVID-19
– Following any applicable workplaceor school guidance

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

Public health recommendations for vaccinated persons
(Final clinical considerations not yet posted as of 12/13/20) 
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Amanda Cohn and Sarah Mbaeyi. What Clinicians Need to Know 

about Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 Vaccine. CDC Partner Call 12-13-20 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-

biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf


COVID-19 VACCINE ADMINISTRATION  

Image retrieved from:  https://www.boldbusiness.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Pandemic-Vaccine-Development-Story-Featured.jpg
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COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility Considerations

• Decisions about which eligible patients receive the COVID Vaccine should be based on 

the clinical judgement of hospitals and providers, consistent with the terms of the 

EUAs and with this guidance.

• Provider criteria for the COVID Vaccine use should be as clear, transparent, and 

objective as possible, and be based on biological factors related only to the likelihood 

and magnitude of benefit from the medical resources and should at all times minimize 

inequitable outcomes. 

• Factors that have no bearing on the likelihood or magnitude of benefit, include but are 

not limited to, race, disability, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, ethnicity, 

ability to pay or insurance status, socioeconomic status, English language proficiency, 

perceived social worth, perceived quality of life, immigration status, incarceration 

status, homelessness or past or future use of resources.
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• Standing orders for vaccination facilitate the delivery of immunization services to patients 
• Model standing orders for many routine vaccines and Emergency Treatment are available 

from IAC:  https://www.immunize.org/standing-orders/

• Medical Management of Vaccine Reactions of Adults in a Community Setting: 
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf

• Medical Management of Vaccine Reactions in Children and Teens in a Community Setting: 
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf

Vaccination/Immunization Standing Orders 

AFTER EUA ISSUED

Stay tuned for clinical guidance, forms and other resources from CDC.  They will be posted at: 

• ACIP’s COVID-19 vaccine specific recommendations: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html

• CDC’s COVID Vaccination Training and Education: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-
19/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Fvaccination-resources.html

• CDC’s Healthcare Professionals: Preparing for COVID-19 Vaccination: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html

• They will also be posted on other websites, we will share when known.

https://www.immunize.org/standing-orders/
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-resources.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html
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• Is key to preventing serious adverse reactions

• Specific questions intended to identify 
contraindications or precautions to vaccination

• Screening must occur at every 
immunization encounter (not just before 
the first dose)

• Use of a standardized form will facilitate 
effective screening

Screening

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/contraindications.html
http://www.immunize.org/handouts/screening-vaccines.asp

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/contraindications.html
http://www.immunize.org/handouts/screening-vaccines.asp
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Each vaccine-specific EUA Fact Sheet for Recipients will provide the following information:

• Basic information on COVID-19, symptoms, and what to discuss with a healthcare provider before 
vaccination

• Who should and should not receive the vaccine

• That recipients have the choice to receive the vaccine

• Dosage and vaccine series information

• Risks and benefits of the vaccine, including common side effects

• Information on reporting side effects to VAERS

• An explanation of what an EUA is and why it is issued

• Any approved available alternatives for preventing COVID-19

• Additional resources

EUA Fact Sheet for Recipients

https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/10080.asp

Pfizer EUA fact sheet can be 
found at: 
https://www.fda.gov/media/1
44414/download

https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/10080.asp
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
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EUA Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers

Each vaccine-specific EUA Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers will provide the following 
information:

• COVID-19 disease description

• Dosage and administration information

• Storage and handling instructions

• Dose preparation and administration information

• Requirements for use of vaccine under EUA

• Risks and benefits, including common adverse events (AEs)

• Any approved available alternatives for preventing COVID-19

• Reporting requirements, including reporting AEs to VAERS

• Additional resources

https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/10070.asp

Pfizer EUA fact sheet can be 
found at: 
https://www.fda.gov/media/1
44413/download

https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/10070.asp
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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Pfizer EUA Factsheet for Providers: https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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COVID-19 EUA Factsheet for Providers: 
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/do
wnload

https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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COVID-19 EUA Factsheet for 
Providers: 
https://www.fda.gov/media
/144413/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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COVID-19 EUA Factsheet for 
Providers: 
https://www.fda.gov/media
/144413/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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COVID-19 EUA Factsheet for 
Providers: 
https://www.fda.gov/media
/144413/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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• After dilution, store vials between 2°C to 25°C (35°F to 77°F) and use 
within 6 hours from the time of dilution.

• During storage, minimize exposure to room light, and avoid exposure to 
direct sunlight and ultraviolet light. 

• Any vaccine remaining in vials must be discarded after 6 hours.

• Do not refreeze. 

Pfizer COVID-19 Vaccine: Vials After Dilution 

COVID-19 EUA Factsheet for Providers: 
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download

https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
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Infection Control 

• Wash hands or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer before vaccine preparation and 
between patients 

• Gloves are not required unless the person administering the vaccine is likely to 
come in contact with potentially infectious body fluids or has open lesions on 
their hands. 

• If gloves are worn, they should be changed between patients

• Perform hand hygiene between patients, even if wearing gloves

• Gloves cannot prevent needle stick injuries

• Have a needle stick policy 

https://www.cdc.gov/handhygiene/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/handhygiene/index.html
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Intramuscular (IM) Injection Procedure 

Child/Adult: IM landmarks 
deltoid muscle; two-three 
fingers below acromion 
and above armpit

www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2020.pdf

Note: Incorrect IM technique can result in should injury 
related to vaccine administration (SIRVA), manifests as 
shoulder pain and limited range of motion



55Massachusetts Department of Public Health      mass.gov/dph

IM Injection Procedures: Needle sizes

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccine
s/hcp/admin/downloads/vac
cine-administration-needle-
length.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/vaccine-administration-needle-length.pdf
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Managing Acute Vaccine Reactions

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/adverse-reactions.html

• Severe reactions are rare

• Screening can help prevent reactions

• Staff should be familiar with signs and symptoms of 
hypersensitivity/anaphylaxis

• There must be a clinic emergency plan for dealing with reactions and you 
need to ensure that all staff are familiar with that plan.

• Have Emergency Treatment Standing Orders signed before the clinic

• Staff must have had appropriate training and equipment to manage 
reactions

• All vaccination providers should be currently certified in CPR

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/adverse-reactions.html
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Observation after Immunization

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/adverse-reactions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/during-clinic-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html

• When planning for vaccination during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is important to select 
a space large enough to ensure  a minimum distance of 6 feet between patients (where 
possible) in line or in waiting areas for vaccination, between vaccination stations and in 
the post monitoring area 

• Walk-Through clinics: Strongly consider observing patients for 15 minutes after 
vaccination to decrease the risk of injury should they faint or other adverse events.

• Curbside or drive-through clinics: Drivers should be directed to a waiting area for 15 
minutes and checked before they leave. This is critical at a drive-through immunization 
clinic because of the potential for injury when the vaccinated person is driving a car.  If 
possible, this should be done in the same space the vaccination occurs, or in a staff 
monitored parking are nearby. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/adverse-reactions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/during-clinic-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html


VACCINE SAFETY



During all 
phases of 
vaccine 

development, 
authorization or 

approval, and
use

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/history/index.html#anchor_1593624850886

Safety is a Priority

CDC. Partner Call: COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Safety  Overview 11-9-2020 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/videos-webinars-calls.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/history/index.html#anchor_1593624850886
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/videos-webinars-calls.html?Sort=Date::desc


start 
of vax

active surveillance,
passive surveillance, case
consults

safety monitoring timeline12/1/2020 ACIP meeting



61Massachusetts Department of Public Health      mass.gov/dph

Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)

• Jointly administered by the CDC & FDA

• Receives ~40,000 reports per year

• National reporting system

• Passive; depends on health care providers                                                                         
and others to report

• Detects:

• New or rare events

• Increases in rates of known events after immunization

• Patient risk factors associated with higher rates of adverse reactions

• “Signals”, possible adverse reactions that may warrant further study

• VAERS cannot establish causality, additional studies would be needed

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/index.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/about.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/index.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/about.html
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VAERS Reporting

• Providers are required by law to report to VAERS:
o Any adverse event listed on the VAERS Table of Reportable Events Following 

Vaccination
o Any adverse event listed by the vaccine manufacturer as a contraindication to 

further doses

• Providers are encouraged to report:
o Any adverse event following the administration of a vaccine, whether or not it is 

clear the vaccine caused the event
o Vaccine administration errors

• Manufacturers are required to report:
o All adverse events that come to their attention

https://vaers.hhs.gov/resources/infoproviders.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html

https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS_Table_of_Reportable_Events_Following_Vaccination.pdf
https://vaers.hhs.gov/resources/infoproviders.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html
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COVID-19 vaccination providers are required to report the following to 
VAERS: 

• vaccine administration errors (whether associated with an AE or not)

• serious AEs (even if they are not sure if the vaccination caused the event)

• multisystem inflammatory syndrome (MIS) in children or adults, and 

• cases of COVID-19 that result in hospitalization or death 

COVID-19 Adverse Event (AE) Reporting 

https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/40020.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/downloads/COVID-19-Vaccination-Program-Interim_Playbook.pdf
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Slide courtesy of CDC’s Partner Call : COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Safety Overview (11/9/2020)   
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Slide courtesy of CDC’s Partner Call: COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Safety Overview (11/9/2020)   
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Slide courtesy of CDC’s Partner Call: COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Safety Overview (11/9/2020)   
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Slide courtesy of CDC’s Partner Call: COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Safety Overview (11/9/2020)   



How to report an adverse event to VAERS
▪ Go to vaers.hhs.gov and submit a report online

▪ For help: call 1-800-822-7967, email info@VAERS.org

▪ Video instructions https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbCWhcQADFE

How to contact CDC at CDC-INFO
▪ Go to https://www.cdc.gov/cdc-info/index.html

▪ Call 1-800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636)

Safety information resources
▪ https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/index.html

▪ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html
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http://www.vaers.hhs.gov/
mailto:info@VAERS.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbCWhcQADFE
https://www.cdc.gov/cdc-info/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html


VACCINATING DURING 
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Images  retrieved  from  cdc.gov and  https://3.files.edl.io/020d/18/12/13/172504-
0af4d430-18ed-4db8-96dd-63e408c9e9d2.jpg
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
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Implement Enhanced Infection Control Measures

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html

Refer to CDC guidance to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in health care settings , including 
outpatient and ambulatory care settings.

▪Screen patients for COVID-19 symptoms before and during the visit.

▪Physical distance (at least 6 feet apart, where possible)

▪Limit and monitor facility points of entry and install barriers to limit physical contact 
with patients at triage.

▪Respiratory hygiene (facemasks for staff and face coverings for patients over 2 years of
age, if tolerated) and cough etiquette

▪Hand hygiene (including at least 60% alcohol hand sanitizer for patients)

▪Enhanced surface decontamination

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
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Use Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)

Image credit: Pan American Health Organization                                                     

Face mask Eye protection

• Recommended: 
All health care 
providers
(N95 masks not
recommended)

• Recommended: Areas of 
moderate/substantial 
community transmission

• Optional: Areas of 
minimal/no community 
transmission

Gloves

• Recommended: 
intranasal or oral 
vaccines

• Optional: intramuscular 
or subcutaneous 
vaccines

Gloves are not required unless the person 
administering the vaccine is likely to come 
in contact with potentially infectious body 
fluids or has open lesions on their hands. 

• If gloves are worn, they should be 
changed between patients

• Perform hand hygiene between 
patients, even if wearing gloves
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IAC: https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2009.pdf

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2009.pdf
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Guidance for Planning Vaccination Clinics Held at Satellite, 
Temporary, or Off-Site Locations

• To assist with planning and implementation of satellite, 
temporary, or off-site vaccination clinics. The guidance  
provides information on additional considerations that are 
required during the COVID-19 pandemic, including physical 
distancing, PPE, and enhanced sanitation efforts.

• The guidance is broken down into four categories:
o Planning activities

o Pre-clinic activities

o During the clinic activities

o Post-clinic activities

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/planning-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/pre-clinic-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/during-clinic-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/post-clinic-activities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm

https://www.izsummitpartners.org/naiis-workgroups/influenza-workgroup/off-site-clinic-resources/

Best Practices for Holding Safe Vaccination Clinics

CDC has also posted Resources for Hosting a Vaccination Clinic, 

where you can find a checklist of Best Practices for Vaccination Clinics 

Held at Satellite, Temporary, or Off-site Locations, and other useful 

material. 

• Best Practices Checklist

• Pledge for Organizations Holding Clinics

• Ten Principles for Holding Safe Clinics

• FAQs about checklist and pledge

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/naiis-workgroups/influenza-workgroup/off-site-clinic-resources/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/content/uploads/2017/02/NAIIS-Vaccination-Clinic-Checklist_v2.pdf
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/content/uploads/2016/08/Pledge-for-organizations-providing-vaccination-clinics_v2-5-5-2017.pdf
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/content/uploads/2017/04/Ten-principles-for-safe-vac-clinics-1-pg-sum.pdf
https://www.izsummitpartners.org/content/uploads/2019/02/faqs-for-checklist-and-pledge.pdf
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm

Resources for Curbside/Drive-Through Vaccination Clinics 

Also available from CDC is            

Considerations for Planning 

Curbside/Drive-Through 

Vaccination Clinics, which outlines 

some things to take into 

consideration when planning a 

curbside or drive-through clinic.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
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CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources 

HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS /PUBLIC HEALTH:
COVID-19 Vaccination 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html

Healthcare Professionals: Preparing for COVID-19 Vaccination
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html

Preparing to Provide COVID-19 Vaccines to Your Patients
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/prepare.html

Understanding and Explaining mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines                                                                      
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html

Talking to Patients about Covid-19 Vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/talking-to-patients.html

Making a Strong Recommendation for COVID Vaccination
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html

Answering Patients’ Questions                                                                                                
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html

Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html

COVID-19 Vaccination
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html

COVID-19 Vaccination Communication Toolkit For Medical Centers, Clinics, and Clinicians:                                        
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html

ACIP 
Main page                                                                                                                
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html

COVID-19 Recommendations
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html

MMWR. The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ Interim Recommendation
for Use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine — United States, December 2020  
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e2-H.pdf

VACCINE SAFETY:
Ensuring the Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines in the United States
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html

V-Safe After Vaccination Health Checker:                                                                                 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html

FAQ’s About V-Safe:                                                                                                             
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/faq.html

VACCINE STORAGE & HANDLING TOOLKIT
with  Covid-19 Vaccine Addendum
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/prepare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/talking-to-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6950e2-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/index.html
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COVID-19 Vaccine Resources 

CDC
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine                              
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/index.html

US FDA
Covid-19 Vaccines website:                                                             
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine:                                            
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine

EUA Letter, Dec 11, 2020:                                   
https://www.fda.gov/media/144412/download

PFIZER-BIONTECH EUA Factsheet for Providers: 
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download

PFIZER-BIONTECH EUA Factsheet for Recipients: 
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download

PFIZER BIONTECH
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Website:                                      
https://www.cvdvaccine.com/

TRAINING & RESOURCES:
COVID-19  Vaccine Training Module for Health Care Providers  
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/

COVID-19 Vaccination Training Programs and Reference Materials for Healthcare Professionals                               
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-
for-HCPs.pdf

• Vaccine Storage and Handling  
• Vaccine Administration
• Communicating with Patients about Vaccines
• COVID-19 Vaccine Training and Clinical Materials

COCA Calls/Webinars:                                                                              
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/index.asp

GENERAL PUBLIC
COVID-19 Vaccine information  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html

• Frequently Asked Questions
• Facts About COVID-19 Vaccines
• Benefits of Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine
• Ensuring Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines
• Ensuring COVID-19 Vaccines Work
• How CDC is Making COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations
• How COVID-19 Vaccines Work
• Understanding and Explaining mRNA Vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/media/144412/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
https://www.cvdvaccine.com/
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-for-HCPs.pdf
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/index.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits/facts.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations-process.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/how-they-work.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/how-they-work.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html
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CDC Vaccine Administration Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccin
es/hcp/admin/admin-
protocols.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccine
s/hcp/admin/resource-
library.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/admin-protocols.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/resource-library.html
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Clinical Resources for Proper Vaccine Administration

o CDC Vaccine administration & Resource Library webpages-- information 
and materials for health care personnel including:
• IM demonstration video

• Job aids and infographics 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/admin-protocols.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/resource-library.html

o CDC Vaccine Admin E-Learn module: 
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/vaxadmin/va/ce.asp

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/admin-protocols.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/resource-library.html
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/vaxadmin/va/ce.asp
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https://immunize.org/

https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/
resource-repository/

https://immunize.org/
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html

• Describes the ACIPs recommendations 
and guidelines on vaccination practice

• Updated as needed online

ACIP Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html
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Vaccination Clinic Planning Resources

• CDC Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-
guidance/index.html

• CDC Guidance for Planning for Vaccination Clinics Held at Satellite, Temporary or Off-Site Locations:   
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html

• CDC Considerations for Planning Curbside/Drive-Through Vaccination Clinics: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html

• CDC Resources for Hosting a Vaccination Clinic (including a Best Practices Checklist): 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm

• CDC Clinic Supplies Check List:                                                      
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf

• CDC Infection Control Guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html

• IAC Protective Measures for Vaccinating During a Pandemic: 
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2009.pdf

• IAC COVID Repository of Resources for Maintaining Immunizations during the COVID-19 Pandemic:                                   
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2009.pdf
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/
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MDPH Immunization Division Contact Information

Immunization Division Main Number

For questions about immunization recommendations, disease reporting, etc.

Phone: 617-983-6800 (24/7 MDPH Epidemiology line) 

Fax: 617-983-6840

Website: https://www.mass.gov/topics/immunization

MIIS Help Desk

Phone: 617-983-4335

Fax: 617-983-4301

Email: miishelpdesk@state.ma.us

Website: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massachusetts-immunization-
information-system-miis

MDPH Vaccine Unit

Phone: 617-983-6828

Fax: 617-983-6924

Website: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/vaccine-management

https://www.mass.gov/topics/immunization
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massachusetts-immunization-information-system-miis
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/vaccine-management


Connect with DPH

@MassDPH

Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DPH blog
https://blog.mass.gov/publichealth

www.mass.gov/dph
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Thank You For Being a 
COVID-19 Vaccinator !


